RIGHT VISION AS PER TIRUKKURAL

“Rise! Awake! Know thyselfl See the truth! Comprehend the Reality!
Extricate yourself! O Man, from the darkness of ignorance and delusion!
You are the master of your destiny!”
-Religion and culture of the Jaina
By Jyoti Prasad

“To be ignorant of one’s own ignorance is the malady of the ignorant!”
-Amos Bronson Alcott
“Samyag darshan, gnaana, chaaritraani moksha maargaha”
- Taftvaartha sutra

The above mentioned is the very first aphorism in the Jain Sanskrit text
Tattavaartha Sutra. It means that the right faith knowledge and conduct
constitute the pathway to liberation. The three together is called
“Ratnatraya” (Three jewels).

Right faith is also called Right vision or True perception.
It is seeing things as they are.

Right knowledge is knowing things as they are.

Right conduct is the following of the ethical code.

Thus if these are rightly followed, it paves way for the souls’ liberation. Right
faith, Right knowledge and Right conduct are interdependent. Anyone
without the other two would be meaningless to attain the destination of
Moksha.
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Meaning:

The state of having all the three, i.e., Right faith, Right knowledge and
Right conduct, constituted together is the Dharma of the soul.
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Aacharya Pujya paadha in his commentary, “Sarvaartha Siddhi” to
Tattvaartha Sutra explains this as follows.

A patient suffering from an ailment, may have faith or knowledge of
the curative properties of the medicine offered or may just blindly follow
doctor’s instructions without of any faith or knowledge of the same.

In any case if the patient has either faith or knowledge of the curative
properties of the medicine and not follow other two, his ailment will not be
cured at all. Hence all the three should go hand in hand to achieve the
desired result.

Similarly Right faith, Right knowledge, and Right conduct should be
together to take up a journey on the path of liberation. Though all the three
are important for the spiritual evolvement, Right faith is the first step among
the three.

Right faith is about a having a vision about the life here and further
beyond. It includes both life and liberation. One has to make the right choice
among the various views expressed. Only a careful study of the scriptures and
teachings imparted by spiritual masters open the gateway to true
knowledge.

One should verify the same by personal experience through the
practice of yoga. What is so verified by such personal experience must be
accepted as truth, the precious knowledge as to the nature of reality.
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Meaning:

The omniscient say that to be clear of what is real is Right vision.
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Meaning:

Birth in miserable Samsara is caused by the ignorant delusion which makes a
man believe what is not real to be real.

So to know what is right vision, on has to know what all are not under
the purview of Right vision. To have a wrong notion of reality and not to
accept reality as it is called Mithyaatva or false perception or perverted
attitude. Basically it is divided in to two categories. They are as follows:

1. To believe the things that are unreal to be real.
2. To believe the things that are real to be unreal.

Based on Dharma, concept of soul, nature of an ascetic and
liberation, perverted attitude or false faith is of the following ten types.

(1) To consider Soul as non-soul is false faith.

(2) To consider non soul as soul

(3) To consider Dharma as Adharma. The frue nature of the soul is Dharma.
Not to understand it is Adharma.

(4) To consider Adharma as Dharma.

(5) To consider a truly holy ascetic as an unholy ascetic.

(6) To consider an unholy ascetic as a truly holy ascetic.

(7) To consider pathway of liberation as the pathway of bondage.

(8) To consider the pathway of bondage as the pathway of liberation.
(?) To consider the liberated souls as mundane souls and

(10) To consider mundane souls as liberated souls.
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Meaning:

Those who get rid of delusion and acquire the pure vision, the dark Hell
disappears and the Eternal Bliss is secure’.
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One should be free from the aforesaid false perception and should have firm
faith as to the reality of the following:

(1) God

(2) Scriptures

(3) Ascetics who have renounced both the internal attachments and the
external possessions.
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Qualities of a true God:
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Meaning:

True God should be free from faults and weaknesses. He should be the
knower of all things and the revealer of Dharma.
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Meaning:

He alone who is free from eighteen kinds of blemishes such as hunger,
thirst, senility, disease, birth, death, fear, pride, attachment, aversion,
infatuation, worry, conceit, hatred, uneasiness, sweat, sleep and surprise is
called a God.
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Meaning:

He who is endowed with Omni vision, Omniscience, eternal bliss and
Omni potency is God.
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Meaning:
Just as a drum gives out sound in consequence of the contact of the
drummer’s hand, but without any desire on its own part, so does the God

reveal the Truth without any personal motives of his own.

Qualities of true scriptures:
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Meaning:

That which is eternal and revealed by God is to be known as scripture.

OowiiGlurer Sy o ulisL @& 9Tt 5T
S1FLD OFBHLILIGI BIeD

9 (hEIFHVF QO FLILJ-10
Meaning:

That which reveals the true nature of things and secures the souls from
the misery of transmigration is to be known as Scripture.

Qualities of true ascetics:
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Meaning:

The one who has conquered his five senses and renounced all the
attachments is the true ascetic.
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Meaning:

Even those who have successfully confrolled their five senses, if
they do not acquire a clear and frue knowledge of the real, cannot achieve
any good.
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Meaning:

The one who is absorbed in his soul in deep meditation and
contemplation is the frue ascetic.

Eight limbs of True perception:
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Meaning:

There are eight limbs of frue perception.

(1) Doubt

(2) Desire

(3) Disgust

(4) Delusion

(5) Removal of blame that may creep in on the path of Dharma
(6) Re-establishing those who wavered

(7) Entertaining love and respect to those on the path of Dharma
(8) Establishing the glory of Dharma
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Meaning:

The first four limbs of true perception are being void of doubt, desire,
disgust and delusion.
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Meaning:

The next three limbs of frue perception are
(1) Removing the blame that may creep in on the path of Dharma
(2) Re- establishing those who have slipped away, back to the path of
Dharma.
(3) Entertaining love and reverence to those on the path of Dharma.
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Meaning:
The last limb of frue perception is the explaining of Dharma.
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Meaning:

Those who get rid of all doubts acquire clear knowledge of the real and will
find the heaven much nearer than the earth in which they live.
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Meaning:

Having a firm, unshakable faith on the frue nature of things without the
slightest doubt is the first limb of frue perception.
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Meaning:

Entertaining no desire for sensual enjoyment, knowing it to be involving
trouble in its procurement is the second limb of tfrue perception.

Uiy @60 Sy@pmisevLd OlLILig) o L LDL] 6TGIm)
@)LILiL) @&TenLD epSTDTLD 2 myLiL]
9 (hEIFHVF QO FLILJ-19

Meaning:

To love the virtuous for their excellent qualities without feeling disgust
with their bodies which though impure by nature in all cases, are purified in
their case by the ftriple jewels, i.e., Right Faith, Right Knowledge and Right
conduct is the third limb of frue perception.
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Meaning:

Not to offer respect to those who go astray on the sinful path is the
fourth limb of frue perception.
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Meaning:

To remove any blame or ridicule raised by the ignorant and the
incompetent on the path of Dharma is the fifth limb of frue perception.
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Meaning:

The re-establishing therein, on the part of the lovers of truth, of those
who are wavering in right Faith or Conduct, is the sixth limb of tfrue
perception.
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Meaning:

Entertaining love and proper respect for one’s co- followers of Dharma
with mental purity is the seventh limb of true perception.
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Meaning:

Establishing the glory of the Dharma by explaining the same is the
eighth limb of true perception.
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Meaning:
This expresses the importance of the eight limbs of true perception.
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Meaning:

Those who have frue perception, do not have the three follies and
eight prides.

Three follies:
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Meaning:

Bathing in so called sacred rivers and oceans, setting up of heaps of
sand and stones as objects of worship, immolating oneself by falling from a
precipice, offering animal sacrifices or by being burnt up in fire are some off
the common follies. Bathing in sacred rivers and oceans is called the folly of
the worldly.
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Meaning:

The worshipping with desire to obtain favour from deities is called the
folly of devotion to deities.
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Meaning:

The worshipping of deities who are portrayed to be full of likes and
dislikes is also called the folly of devotion to deities.
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Meaning:
The worshipping of pseudo ascetics is called the folly of devotion to

pseudo ascetics

Eight prides:
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Meaning:

This gives the list of eight prides.
1) Maternal lineage

) Paternal lineage

) Power

) Affluence

) Beauty

)
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Accomplishments
Austerity and
Learning
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Meaning:

That person who is led by his pride to show to disrespect to the virtuous
destroys his own faith in reality.

Glory of true perception:
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Meaning:

Those who have the true perception would be praised by all. What is
the use of having other qualitiese
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Meaning:

If a person from the lowest social strata possess tfrue perception is
considered to be divine.
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Meaning:

A celestial may take a birth as a dog due to false perception or a dog
may take a birth as a celestial due to true perception.

Six types of discourtesy:
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Meaning:

Those who have acquired true perception would be free from six types
of discourtesy.
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Meaning:

The wise define discourtesy to be the quality away from the pure
Dharma.
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Meaning:

Desire, fear, greed, reverence to pseudo ascetics, pseudo scriptures
and pseudo Gods are the six types of discourtesy.
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Meaning:

It is difficult to remove the six types of discourtesy from those who do
not refrain from them.
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Meaning:

Due to the merit of true perception knowledge and conduct become
meritorious.
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Meaning:

The knowledge and the conduct of those without true perception will
deteriorate.
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Meaning:

As there cannot be a wheel without an axle and as there cannot be a
painting without a wall so is that there is no knowledge and conduct without
true perception.
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Meaning:

There is nothing as meritorious as tfrue perception for a living being in
this world.
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Meaning:

Those who have the true perception will never enter the hell even if
they do not follow the vows.
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Meaning:

Those who are steadfast and firm on their true perception will never
take a birth as an animal.
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Meaning:

Those who have the true perception will never take the birth as a
female or a fransgender.
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Meaning:

Those who are with the true perception will never take birth in the lower
stratfa.
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Meaning:

Those who are with the true perception will never take a birth with
physical handicaps.
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Meaning:

Those who are with the true perception will never have narrow span of
life, diseases and poverty.

< uFi @)ereugsy OFL g wi(hLd el
Le®r $0bS T Fwield
9 (BEISVF O FLIL-53

Meaning:

Those who are with the true perception will be blessed with a birth in
the royal clan and in an affluent family.
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Meaning:

Those who are with the true perception will be bestowed with celestial
birth other than the three lower celestial worlds.
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Meaning:

Those who are with the true perception will have births as Vidyadharas
and Baladevas.
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Meaning:

Those who are with the true perception will be bestowed with the seafs
of Devendra, Narendra and Arahat and finally attain liberation.
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Meaning:

Whatever things in whatever form appears, to discover its frue nature is
called Tatva Gnana, or the knowledge of reality.
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Meaning:

Those who by learning obtain the true knowledge of the real shall find
the path that does not bring them back here again.
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Meaning:

A Sage who obtains discriminative knowledge with certainty as to his
true nature and contemplates upon the Self, need not think of being born
again here.
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Meaning:

When ignorant delusion which is the cause of birth disappears, the soul
has the vision of its true nature which is the ultimate reality. This is true
knowledge.
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Meaning:

If a sage knows the nature of Karmic bondage with the soul and if he
destroys that bondage thought his knowledge, he will be free from misery
that will result from such Karmic contact.
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Meaning:

Desire, Anger and Delusion, when these three are completely
destroyed without a trace, then the pain of Samsara is no more.
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Meaning:

Those who have developed the right perception, would feel at home
in whatsoever places they are in, and feel comfortable in the company of
whomsoever they come across. They are equanimous with the pleasures and
pains of life as they are sure that those are the outcome of their own karma
and others are not the cause for the same hence not to be praised or
blamed.

They value both life and death at par. They neither rejoice over the
conftinuity of their life nor get disappointed at its end. They face life as it
comes, as they have the firm and unshakeable faith that their life is destined



by their karma, as the sailing of a boat in ariver is decided on the direction of
the current of the stream.

Such is the clarity of faith they have on the spiritual wisdom. They
neither flatter the great and the privileged nor belittle the simple and the
under privileged.

Conclusion:

Thus the true perception is the stepping stone towards spiritual
development as stressed upon by the author of Tirukkural and also by the
other poets who authored the other prominent texts. As per Jainism, without
Right perception, it is not possible to climb the spiritual ladder. True
perception leads us to realise the true potential nature of the Self and to
evolve further in acquiring spiritual wisdom that would guide us in our final
emancipation.



